A REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING WAS HELD ON THURSDAY MARCH 27, 2025 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE TOWN HALL, 201 THIRD AVE., FRANKFORT, NEW YORK.

Present:			John Wallace, Supervisor
Christopher Evans, Councilman
Michael Perritano, Councilman
Joseph Tamburro, Councilman
Philip Tangorra, Councilman
			Chief Matthew Palumbo
			Karl Manne, Town Attorney
Absent:			Marcus Perritano, Highway Superintendent

Supervisor Wallace opened the regular meeting at 6:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.

			PUBLIC COMMENTS: 	
Sherry A. Baylis, 711 Tilden Ave. Utica, NY read from a letter she prepared for the town board, asking them to consider the safety of the pedestrians and cyclists who are going to be using the Trailhead Parking lot; former Chip’s gas station; once it is completed (Letter Attached).
Supervisor Wallace thanked Ms. Baylis for her comments.

NO. 54		APPROVE MEETING MINUTES
MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to approve the meeting minutes of February 27, 2025. Second by Councilman Perritano. Councilman Tangorra abstains. Upon roll call; Vote was 4-0			      					                                                                              APPROVED	
		COMMITTEE REPORT / DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Various reports submitted 
Chief Matthew Palumbo submitted his report; discussed.		     	         

· Coffee with a cop very successful, future events will be planned
· JAG grant awarded for $188,800.00 used for patrol vehicle, Taser upgrades, and optics for firearms. This grant is reimbursable and we have to allocate the funding for this and once items are purchased, received, & paid for the funds will be reimbursed.  I will be executing the Taser purchase for $85,350.00 prior to March 31, 2025 so we receive a 10% discount. 
· I would like to use the funds from selling the 2019 charger, trade in guns to go to MOS with optics difference of $4430.52.  The remaining funds to be used to purchase holsters. 
· Discuss recruitment and retention for police department staff. 
· Create the position of Special Patrol Officer (SPO) and appoint Jeff Fahey as a Special Patrol Officer (SPO) at current pay rate. Appoint Connor Koppany as a full-time police officer at entry pay rate and send to phase 2 training. Accept resignation of Brandon Macera from full-time and change status to part-time. 
· SRO agreement for the next three (3) school years will be forwarded to the school board for approval.
· Designate the STOP DWI details at an hourly rate of $24.00/hr. for part-time employees. 
· Using the remaining funds for the LE Tech. grant to purchase two (2) new tablets. One will be for the new patrol vehicle awarded in the JAG grant and the other to replace and outdated in car computer currently in use.  All mounting and installation will also be covered in the grant. 
Highway Superintendent Marcus Perritano, read by Councilman Evans
· Please forward any correspondence/concerns received from residents to the board regarding the highway department to my email so that I can address them.
· We’ve been working on pot hole repairs after the long winter
· Winter isn’t over, but we’ve been starting to fix winter damage and are cleaning the roads.
· I would like clarification on purchasing a pickup truck that I had requested in the 2025 budget.  My truck has been having engine troubles that my committee is aware of. 
· I have spoken to vendors regarding plow truck prices I’ve given you, and everyone feels that prices will go up due to changing models in 2026
· I won’t have my final CHIPS total for the year until the state budget is adopted, but will need a budget amendment to reflect the amount I can spend.  Between purchasing a tractor mower with CHIPS funding and repairing the winter road damage, I will need to access the total amount allotted.  I spoke to the accountant last year and said it wouldn’t be a problem.  All money spent would be fully reimbursed by the program. Please make a resolution for the highway department to purchase a tractor mower with an over the rail mower arm, which will be reimbursed by CHIPS and must be kept by the town for at least 10 years.  Thank you.
· I had shared a tractor price with the highway committee, but after speaking to the vendor selling it, the tractor isn’t capable of handling the jobs we need it for.  I am waiting for state contract prices on some other tractor mowers and will share them once I have them.
 
		FINANCIAL REPORT	
Supervisor Wallace reported that he gave the town board the current bank balances and the Supervisors monthly report for February, NYClass is still doing very well. 
Supervisor Wallace informed the board that the West Frankfort Water Project is moving along.

	              ILION WATER CONTRACT EXPIRED 2016			            TABLED	  

                     EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK                                                                                TABLED 	        
NO. 55		APPROVE TOWN REPRESENTATIVE TO SERVE ON HC SEWER DISTRICT BOARD
MOTION made by Councilman Tamburro that the town board resolves to appoint John Wallace to serve as the Town of Frankfort representative on the Herkimer County Sewer District Board for a five year term; term from April 1, 2025 to February 29, 2030.  Second by Councilman Perritano.  Upon roll call; All in favor.  Vote was 5-0  	                  
	    APPROVED

NO. 56		LIQUOR LICENSE WAVIER — Stonebridge Restaurant and Banquet, LLC
MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to approve a 30 day wavier for the Stonebridge Golf and Country Club LLC for on premise liquor license. Second by Councilman Tamburro. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 5-0 									      APPROVED

NO. 57		PROPOSED—LOCAL LAW NO. 2 FOR THE YEAR 2025 - A Local Law Repealing and Replacing Local Law No. 2 of 2025,  and Establishing a Six-Month Moratorium on Applications, Approvals, and/or Construction or Installation on Solar Energy Systems, Solar Farms, Wind Energy Systems, and/or Windmills.
MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to approve Proposed Local Law No.2, 2025 a local law repealing and replacing Local Law #1 of 2024and Establishing a Six-Month Moratorium on Applications, Approvals, and/or Construction or Installation on Solar Energy Systems, Solar Farms, Wind Energy Systems, and/or Windmills. that the Town Board of the Town of Frankfort shall hold a public hearing at 6:00 PM on April 24, 2025 at Town Hall, 201 Third Ave., Frankfort, New York 13340, for the purposes of considering and possibly adopting a local law imposing a six (6) month moratorium on applications, approvals, and/or construction or installation on solar energy systems, solar farms and/or windmills within the town: and authorize the town clerk to issue the legal notice for the same. Copies of the proposed local law are available at the Office of the Town Clerk at the above address. At the time and place above, all members of the public shall be heard. Second by Councilman Tamburro. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 5-0.  					                                   APPROVED	

NO. 58		SPECIAL PATROL OFFICER
MOTION by Supervisor Wallace that the town board approves the creation of Special Patrol Officer; it is a position that involves responsibility for maintaining order and providing security in public buildings, schools and courtrooms. The person employed in this class shall have all the powers of a peace officer, as set forth in section 2.20 of Criminal Procedure law, when preforming the duties of protecting property or persons on such premises. The work is performed under general supervision of the Police Chief or Sheriff, does related work as required. Second by Councilman Perritano.  Upon roll call; All in favor.  Vote was 5-0 		               	      APPROVED     				      
NO. 59		SPECIAL PATROL OFFICER—APPOINTMENT Jeff Fahey 
MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to appoint, per recommendation by Chief Palumbo, Jeff Fahey to the position Special Patrol officers effective March 24, 2025, part-time Court Attendant at the pay rate of $20.60/hour.  Second by Councilman Evans.  Upon roll call; All in favor.  Vote was 5-0      				      				                                   			      APPROVED

NO. 60		POLICE DEPARTMENT—RESIGNATION
MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that that town board resolves to accept the resignation, with regret, from Brandon Macera, full-time police officer, effective March 30, 2025.  Second by Councilman Tamburro.  Upon roll call; All in favor.  Vote was 5-0  					                                                 APPROVED 

[bookmark: _GoBack]NO. 61		POLICE DEPARTMENT—PART-TIME APPOINTMENT Brandon Macera
MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to appoint, per recommendation by Chief Palumbo, Brandon Macera to the position of Part-time police officers effective March 31, 2025 at the rate of $20.60/hour eligible for NYS Retirement only.  Second by Councilman Perritano.  Upon roll call; All in favor.  Vote was 5-0      				    						      APPROVED	  

NO. 62		PAY RATE CHANGE-STOP DWI DETAILS
MOTION by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to change the pay rate to $24.00 for the Stop DWI details hourly rate for part-time employees; it is reimbursed by grant and not payable by the town. Second by Councilman Perritano.  Upon roll call; All in favor.  Vote was 5-0      				      APPROVED	
	                    		
NO. 63		POLICE DEPARTMENT—FULL-TIME APPOINTMENT Conner Koppany
MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to appoint, per recommendation by Chief Palumbo, Conner Koppany to the position of full-time police officers effective May 1, 2025 at the rate of $24.54/hour and is eligible for all full-time benefits per Town of Frankfort employment and send to phase 2 training.  Second by Councilman Perritano.  Upon roll call; All in favor.  Vote was 5-0      			      APPROVED		                    	      						                                   
		ABSTRACT OF AUDITED VOUCHERS—FEBRUARY ABSTRACT #3  
NO. 64		MOTION made by Councilman Perritano to approve General Abstract #3—Claim No. 100-145D, Total $63,268.57.  Second by Councilman Evans. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 5-0                 APPROVED                                   		                    	      								
NO. 65		MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace to approve TOV Abstract #3—Claim No. 26-36, Total $24,282.69 Second by Councilman Perritano Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 5-0    	                    APPROVED	                        

NO. 66		MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace to approve Highway Abstract #3—Claim No. 44-68 Total $112,315.05. Second by Councilman Evans. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 5-0                          APPROVED                                                           

NO. 67		MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace to approve Highway TOV Abstract #3—Claim No.4-6, Total $28,271.63. Second by Councilman Perritano. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 5-0              APPROVED                                                
												                            
NO. 68		MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace to approve Special District Abstract #3—Claim 
No.26-39, Total $261,142.22.  Second by Councilman Perritano. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 5-0            											      APPROVED   	      
NO. 69		MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace to approve Water Project Abstract #2—Claim No.3-4, Total $2,450.50.  Second by Councilman Perritano. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 5-0               APPROVED   

    											    
MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace to enter into Executive Session to discuss a Litigation issue. Second by Councilman Tangorra Upon roll call; All in favor. 7:00 PM.
MOTION made by Councilman Wallace to come out of Executive Session and resume the regular meeting. Second by Councilman Perritano. Upon roll call; All in favor. 7:45 PM.
MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace to adjourn. Second by Councilman Perritano. Upon roll call; All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.	

							Respectfully submitted,
							Dorri DeRollo, Town Clerk

NEXT MEETING: Public Hearing April 24, 2025, LL#2, 2025 at 6:00PM
                                  Regular meeting to follow
3
3/27/2025
